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AWARD OF HONOR    

American Institute of Architects chooses local design winners

B Y  C A T H Y  S E W E L L

E
very two years, the Idaho Chapter of the American Institute of Architects (AIA)* assembles a jury of reputable 

architects to award honors to projects by architects practicing in Idaho. Last October, the jurors awarded six proj-

ects, from 30 entries, in three categories: Honor, Citation and Merit. In addition to the juror selections, one project 

was honored with a People�s Choice Award. This prize provides an opportunity for the architectural community to present 

their recent work and encourages the public to become aware and involved with the built environment. 

Overall, the jury felt that the diversity and quality of projects re�ected a vital and thriving design culture in Idaho. This 

was evident in both the range of architectural programs and the variety of stylistic expressions. The jury also commented 

that there seems to be some conscious direction to an �appropriate contemporary regional aesthetic�one that moves the 

language of architecture in the state beyond heavy timber and native stonework.� The winning projects demonstrated 

thoughtful and appropriate solutions in terms of budget, scale, program and context in a spectrum of architectural inno-

vation that ranged from landscape to urban design.

Award-winning projects this year include an art gallery, a single-family hillside residence, a youth shelter, an urban of-

�ce building, a community center and a car wash.

The three individuals selected to jury the 2006 AIA/IDAHO Design Awards brought a wide range of perspectives to the 

awards program. The jurors were: Prescott Muir, A.I.A., principal and founder of Prescott Muir Architects of Salt Lake 

City; Eric Migacz, A.I.A, design principal with MHTN Architects of Salt Lake City; Michael Tingley, A.I.A, principal with 

BOORA Architects of Portland, Oregon. 

*The AIA is a professional organization that helps architects serve the public’s needs while building awareness of the role architects and architecture play in American society.

The J. Crist gallery is located on a former brown�eld* site, situated in a light industrial ware-
house-services neighborhood in Boise�s west downtown. This immediate context, geometry of 
the site and solar orientation informed the design approach. The minimalist exterior and slotted 
openings reinforce the gallery�s geometry and reveal fragments of the courtyard and glimpses 
of downtown from within the space. Designer Dwaine Carver said �it is its own place, simultane-
ously engaging and shutting out the site.� Skylights, light shelves and cut-away corners modulate 
the natural light, illuminating the walls and spaces while preventing any direct light from falling 
across the art. 

This jewel-like project seemed to us to grow naturally from the trapezoidal geometry of its 
site as if it was always meant to be there. As one enters the Gallery to take in the collection, the 
building seems to disappear as it defers to the artwork it contains. This absence of architectural 
ego permits the Gallery to perform exactly as its program demands�to provide a respite from 
the outside world, allowing the unencumbered contemplation of art.

A term used to describe a piece of industrial or commercial property 
that is abandoned or underused, and often is environmentally  
contaminated. Examples include parking lots, warehouses and  
automotive repair shops.




