Remodel of
Boise home

lets the
outside in
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arupinthe Boise Foothills,

ahome has moved out of
the box and into the out-
doors.

Confronted withatypi-
cal,boxy’60s house, de-
signer Dwaine Carver of
Trout Architects/Char-
tered wanted the house to
reflect the Foothills and

his clients’ love of the outdoors. Set
onabeautiful lot with breathtaking
views, the home had “zero relation-
shiptothesite,” Carver said.

“It could have been anywhere.
There wasareal strict division be-
tweeninside and out,” he said.

Carver came up with atwo-phase
plan. His goal was to make the
home echoits Foothills surround-
ingsinboth form and color. For
each phase, Carver builta vaulted
form—oneateachend ofthe
house —with gently curved roofs
and ceilings that mimic the hills.

During phase one, which took
place over sixmonthsin1996, he
turned adark, poorly functioning
kitchen into aroomy, light-filled
bistro-style kitchen and dining
area. For phase two, which started
in October1999 and ended in May of
2000, Carver enlarged and convert-
ed anupstairs bedroomintoalibrary,
remodeled abathroom and enlarged
the adjoining living room. He took an
existing porch and joined it with a
new deckoffthe library and living
room to formawraparound deck.

Inthe living room, two large win-
dows, meetingin a southwest corner,
opento views of the setting sunand
downtown Boise.
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Inthebasement, Carvermoved a
laundry roomand enlarged it to
make space for the master bedroom
and bath. An existingbath was con-
verted into a walk-in closet. Next to
the bedroom, the family room was
converted intoashared workplace
for the couple, with hisand hers stu-
dios divided by a fireplace. Outside,
extrabricks from the original struc-
ture were salvaged and used ingar-
denretaining walls and a meditation

bench, designed by Carver and his
client. The original exterior of the
house is now painted brown and the
addition amustard color.

“The form difference between the
old and new is drastic,” he said.

Inadditiontoacolor palette in-
spired by the home’s surroundings,
Carverused a material palette of
maple, concrete and steel through-
outthe house.

Inits original form, the house was
sostout that tearing it downand
starting over didn’t make sense,
Carver said. Completing the project
intwo phases made it more economi-
caland cut the time during which the
house was tornup. While the clients
lived in the home for phase one of the
project, the lack of functioning bath-
rooms forced them to move out for
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Exterior photos of the remodel
by Deborah Hardee

Before photos and photo of
new master bedroom by Trout
Architects/Chartered

This 1960s-era Boise home,
shown before the remodel in
the photo at top left, was re-
done in two phases, with the
first of the projects startingin
1996. Designer Dwaine
Carver of Trout Architects/
Chartered changed the shape
of the house to echo its loca-
tion: Boise's fabulous and fa-
mous Foothills.

ONLINE

At IdahoStatesman.com
Link tothe Web sites for Trout
Architects/Chartered, Light
Spot, Pacific Steel Fabricators of
Boise and Pellawindows —all
key to the Foothills remodel.

INSIDE
Learn more about the remodel
and find resource information for
doing aremodel, page 7

The kitchen — see before and after
photos No. 1 at left — was
redesigned to let the sunshine in and
now offers aview in just about every
direction. The master bedroom —
see the before and after photos

No. 2 directly above — has been
moved, and with the addition of new
windows is also a room with a view.

phase two.

While Carver’s clients didn’t want
todisclose the cost of their project,
Carver said that remodeling can be
relatively cost-efficient.

With new home costsgoingup, re-
modeling an existinghome canbe a
better choice under some circum-
stances, he said.

“You can’tbuild a house for what
you canbuy a house for,” he said.

Tooffer story ideas and comments,
contactreporter Christine Liebenthal
at377-6415or cliebenthal@
idahostatesman.com



